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The laws of nature
This nature is subjected to an absolute organization, to 
determined laws, to a complete order and to a finished 
design, from which it will never depart - to such a degree, 
indeed, that if you look carefully and with keen sight, from 
the smallest invisible atom up to such large bodies of the 
world of existence as the globe of the sun or the other 
great stars and luminous spheres, whether you regard 
their arrangement, their composition, their form or their 
movement, you will find that all are in the highest degree 
of organization....

('Abdu'l-Bahá, Some Answered Questions, Chpt. 1, p. 3)



Ecological principles

The innumerable created things that are found in the world of 
existence - be they man, animal, plant, or mineral - must each be 
composed of elements. There is no doubt that the completeness 
seen in each and every thing arises, by divine creation, from the 
component elements, their appropriate combination, their 
proportionate measure, the manner of their composition, and the 
influence of other created things. For all beings are linked together 
like a chain; and mutual aid, assistance, and interaction are among 
their intrinsic properties and are the cause of their formation, 
development and growth.

('Abdu'l-Bahá, Some Answered Questions, Chpt. 46, p. 205)





Ecological interdependence
Consider for instance how one group of created things 
constituteth the vegetable kingdom, and another the 
animal kingdom. Each of these two maketh use of certain 
elements in the air on which its own life dependeth, while 
each increaseth the quantity of such elements as are 
essential for the life of the other. In other words, the 
growth and development of the vegetable world is 
impossible without the existence of the animal kingdom, 
and the maintenance of animal life is inconceivable 
without the co-operation of the vegetable kingdom.

('Abdu'l-Bahá, in Compilation on Social and Economic Development, p. 12)



Ecological interdependence

Of like kind are the relationships that exist 
among all created things. Hence it was 
stated that co-operation and reciprocity are 
essential properties which are inherent in the 
unified system of the world of existence, and 
without which the entire creation would be 
reduced to nothingness.

('Abdu'l-Bahá, in Compilation on Social and Economic Development, p. 12)



Higher orders of complexity
In surveying the vast range of creation thou shalt 
perceive that the higher a kingdom of created things is on 
the arc of ascent, the more conspicuous are the signs 
and evidences of the truth that co-operation and 
reciprocity at the level of a higher order are greater than 
those that exist at the level of a lower order. For 
example, the evident signs of this fundamental reality are 
more discernible in the vegetable kingdom than in the 
mineral, and still more manifest in the animal world than 
in the vegetable.

('Abdu'l-Bahá, in Compilation on Social and Economic Development, p. 12)



Re-establishing an
ecological balance



The elements and lower organisms are synchronized in the great plan 
of life. Shall man, infinitely above them in degree, be antagonistic and 
a destroyer of that perfection?
('Abdu'l-Bahá, talk at Leland Stanford Junior University, Palo Alto, California, 8 October 1912. Promulgation of Universal 
Peace. Wilmette, Bahá'í Publishing Trust, 1982. p. 350)  





Preserving the ecological balance

For the sustainable economic and social 
development of all countries, agriculture 
and the preservation of the ecological 
balance of the world are fundamental. 

(adapted from Universal House of Justice 1985) 



Preservation of ecological diversity
Bahá'í Scriptures describe nature as a reflection of 
the sacred. They teach that nature should be valued 
and respected, but not worshipped; rather, it should 
serve humanity's efforts to carry forward an ever-
advancing civilization. However, in light of the 
interdependence of all parts of nature, and the 
importance of evolution and diversity "to the beauty, 
efficiency and perfection of the whole," every effort 
should be made to preserve as much as possible the 
earth's bio-diversity and natural order.

(based on Bahá'í International Community, Valuing Spirituality in Development. 1998)





Climate Change
One of the most pressing problems of humanity in the 
current century is how a growing, rapidly developing, 
and not yet united global population can, in a just 
manner, live in harmony with the planet and its finite 
resources…. The limited availability and inequitable 
distribution of resources profoundly impact social 
relations within and between nations in many ways, 
even to the point of precipitating upheaval and war 
[and] devastating consequences for the environment.
(Universal House of Justice, letter of 29 November 2017 https://www.bahai.org/library/authoritative-texts/the-universal-
house-of-justice/messages/20171129_001



Climate Change
The question of the impact of climate change... 
is today a major aspect of this larger problem. 
The Revelation of Bahá’u’lláh directly and 
indirectly touches on a range of such concerns 
in a manner that speaks to a harmony between 
society and the natural world.
(Universal House of Justice, letter of 29 November 2017 https://www.bahai.org/library/authoritative-texts/the-universal-
house-of-justice/messages/20171129_001



Climate Change
On the matter of climate change and other vital 
issues with profound implications for the common 
good,... humanity would be best and most 
effectively served by setting aside partisan 
disputation, pursuing united action that is informed 
by the best available scientific evidence and 
grounded in spiritual principles, and thoughtfully 
revising action in the light of experience.
(Universal House of Justice, letter of 29 November 2017 https://www.bahai.org/library/authoritative-texts/the-
universal-house-of-justice/messages/20171129_001)



Climate Change
While as a fundamental principle Bahá’ís do not engage in 
partisan political affairs, this should not be interpreted in a 
manner that prevents the friends from full and active 
participation in the search for solutions to the pressing 
problems facing humanity. Given that the question of 
climate change gives rise to social, economic, and 
environmental concerns across the world, interested 
Bahá’ís and Bahá’í institutions and agencies have naturally 
addressed it, whether at local, regional, national, or 
international levels
(Universal House of Justice, letter of 29 November 2017 https://www.bahai.org/library/authoritative-texts/the-
universal-house-of-justice/messages/20171129_001



Climate Change
Whenever Bahá’ís do participate in activities 
associated with this topic in the wider society, 
they can help to contribute to a constructive 
process by elevating the discourse above 
partisan concerns and self-interest to strive to 
achieve unity of thought and action.
(Universal House of Justice, letter of 29 November 2017 https://www.bahai.org/library/authoritative-texts/the-
universal-house-of-justice/messages/20171129_001



Sustainability - valuing nature
As trustees or stewards of the planet's resources and 
biodiversity, we must:
- ensure sustainability and equity of resource use into 
distant future
- consider the environmental consequences of 
development activities
- temper our actions with moderation and humility
- value nature in more than economic terms
- understand the natural world and its role in humanity's 
collective development both material and spiritual

(based on Bahá'í International Community, Valuing Spirituality in Development. 1998)



Sustainability - fundamental responsibility

Sustainable environmental management must 
come to be seen not as a discretionary 
commitment mankind can weigh against other 
competing interests, but rather as a 
fundamental responsibility that must be 
shouldered, a pre-requisite for spiritual 
development as well as the individual's physical 
survival.

(based on Bahá'í International Community, Valuing Spirituality in Development. 1998)



How can we be more sustainable?
- make our lifestyles more sustainable, resisting the superficial 
attractions of the materialistic consumer society
- transform our values, giving priority to principles of justice, 
equity, generosity, moderation, service and unity in diversity
- draw motivation from the moral, ethical and spiritual 
principles common to the great religious traditions and most 
recently elaborated in the Bahá'í Faith
- understand how the lack of spirituality is behind the rising 
frustration, fear, hate, rejection and division threatening social 
catastrophes
- counter the forces of disintegration with stronger forces of 
integration, of solidarity and unity, starting with ourselves, our 
families, and in our own communities
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