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Environmental Discourses

For almost a century, Bahá’ís have 
participated in discourses on the 
environment and have worked to protect 
nature in application of Bahá’í principles.
We can learn from these examples.



Early action by Baha’is

• Richard St. Barbe Baker: Men of the 
Trees (Kenya, 1920’s), reforestation in 
Palestine (1930s), redwoods in 
California, greening the Sahara, World 
Forestry Charter gatherings (1950s)

• Shoghi Effendi first life member of Men of 
the Trees (1930), messages to World 
Forestry Charter gatherings



Richard St. Barbe Baker, Nairobi 1953



Early discourse by Baha’is

•Vinson Brown nature guides 1940s---; 
Baha’i children’s classes  

• Willy Willoya and Vinson Brown, Warriors 
of the Rainbow 1962, first nations visions 
of unity (influenced Greenpeace)



Warriors of the 
Rainbow 
inspired 

founders of 
Greenpeace



Baha’i International 
Community and

international
environmental 
governance



UN Conference on the Human Environment
Stockholm 1972



United Nations Conference
on the Human Environment

First UN event on environment
Stockholm, 5-16 June 1972

113 countries, 19 agencies

Bahá’í International Community

one of 137 accredited 

nongovernmental organizations

spoke at the conference



UN Conference on the Human Environment
Stockholm 1972

  Iranian delegate Dr. Shapour Rassekh                                        ⬇
         Delegation of the Baha'i International Community  ⬇



UN Conference on the Human Environment
Stockholm 1972

Brochure of the Baha'i International Community



UN Conference on the Human Environment
Stockholm 1972

Brochure of the Baha'i International Community



EARTH SUMMIT
The United Nations

Conference on Environment and 
Development

Rio de Janeiro, 1992

172 countries, 108 heads of state

2,400 non-governmental organizations 

Rio Declaration on Environment and Development

Agenda 21 (action plan) 

Conventions on climate change and biodiversity

BIC made statement at summit



International Environment
Forum (IEF) 

IEF is a Baha'i-inspired professional organization for environment 
and sustainability founded in 1997, with over 500 members in 90 
countries. It is accredited by UN in the science/technology major 
group. It addresses:
- Interface of science and ethics
- Climate change and environmental sustainability
- Extremes of wealth and poverty, a just economy
- International environmental governance
- Gap between scientific urgency and political realism
It works for the fundamental systems change needed to transition 
to a sustainable society



BIC participation in
Intergovernmental events

• Commission on Sustainable Development (annual review 
of Agenda 21)  

• World Summit on Sustainable Development, 
Johannesburg, 2002

• UN Conference on Sustainable Development (Rio+20), 
2012

• UN High Level Political Forum

• Stockholm+50, 2022



World Summit on
Sustainable Development

Johannesburg 2002

Johannesburg Declaration
Plan of Implementation 
Type II Partnerships (governments, 
business, civil society)
BIC, IEF, ebbf all represented



Faith-based Events
World Summit on Religions and Conservation, 
Windsor Castle, 29 April-4 May 1995

Ruhiyyih Khanum principal Bahá’í representative

Bahá’í International Community delegation

United Nations representative to present issues 
to religious leaders: Arthur Dahl

https://www.onecountry.org/story/religions-vow-new-alliance-conservation



ARC Summit, Windsor Castle 1995



Faith-based Events
Alliance of Religions and Conservation 
(ARC)/UNDP religious seven-year action 
plans on climate change and the natural 
environment, presented on 2-4 November 
2009 at Windsor Castle to UN Secretary-
General Ban Ki-moon and Prince Philip

http://www.arcworld.org/

ARC/UNDP. 2015. Faith in the Future: The Bristol 
Commitments; Faith Plans for a Sustainable Future

https://iefworld.org/bic_sdg



Windsor Celebration 2009



BIC Statement Climate Change

Seizing the Opportunity: Redefining the Challenge of Climate 
Change (COP14 Poznan 2008)

- opportunity to take the next step in the transition from a state-
centered mode of interacting on the world stage to one rooted in the 
unity which connects us as the inhabitants of one biosphere, the 
citizens of one world and the members of one human civilization. In 
the face of the destructive impacts of climate change – exacerbated 
by the extremes of wealth and poverty – need new approaches 
centered on the principles of justice and equity

(Bahá'í International Community. 2008)



BIC Statement Climate Change
- moral challenge which calls for the transformation of 
thoughts and behaviors so as to allow our economic and 
social structures to extend the benefits of development to 
all people

- view the climate change challenge through a new lens – 
one that perceives humanity as a unified whole, not unlike 
the cells of the human body, infinitely differentiated in form 
and function yet united in a common purpose which 
exceeds that of its component parts. 

(Bahá'í International Community. 2008)



COP15 Copenhagen 2009



United Nations Conference on 
Sustainable Development

Rio de Janeiro
20-22 June 2012

Green economy
Institutional arrangements for 

sustainable development
Many opportunities for civil society 

inputs including IEF



Rio+20 Rio Centro Conference Centre



Rio+20 session voted on proposal by IEF



Rio+20  Side Event - BIC
Elimination of Extremes of Wealth and Poverty



Rio+20  ICSU Science Forum
Sylvia Karlsson-Vinkhuyzen on far right



Rio+20 -  Peoples' Summit Bahá’í Community booth



Rio+20 -  Peoples' Summit - IEF
Changing mentalities and motivations: values for the sustainability transition



UN Climate 
Change 

Conference

COP21

Paris, France
December 2015

International Environment Forum
https://iefworld.org/cop21



UN Climate Change Conference (COP21) Paris, December 2015



Bahá'í participation in COP21

• 2 accredited Bahá'í observers to the intergovernmental 
conference
• Statement from the Bahá'í International Community to the 
conference
• Bahá'í co-sponsorship and lead speaker at a side event 
on climate ethics
• 11 International Environment Forum participants 
supporting 3 side events in the Climate Generations area 
and 1 in the Netherlands pavilion



Part of the IEF team at COP21



T



Community resilience in the face of climate-
driven extreme events

 

A Vanuatu case study

Arthur Dahl, former Coordinator, Secretariat of the Pacific Regional Environment Programme 
(SPREP), and advisor to the Government of Vanuatu 
Serik Tokbolat, Representative of the Baha'i International Community to the United Nations, 
New York Office
Janot Mendler de Suarez, Technical Advisor, Red Cross Red Crescent Climate Centre 
Temily Tavangar, University of Hong Kong 

 COP21 Climate Generations Area
5 December 2015



T



Arthur Dahl, International Environment Forum



Shared Vision, Shared Volition:
Choosing Our Global Future Together

 “COP21 can be understood as an opportunity to 
embrace more deeply the practical implications of 
the oneness of humanity.” 
 

 “...religious communities can be understood as 
communities of practice in which spiritual 
teachings are translated into social reality.”
 

“Ultimately it is individuals who take the initiative 
to adopt new patterns of action or continue with 
business as usual.”



Stockholm+50 International Meeting
1-5 June 2022  https://iefworld.org/conf26

- Global Environmental Governance: Ethical Foundations 
& Practical Proposals (BIC/IEF) in Swedish Parliament, 1 June 
2022

- Global Systems Accounting Beyond Economics (IEF) 3 
June 2022

- Empowering Local Sustainable Communities (IEF) 4 June 
2022

- Intergenerational Perspectives on Visions for the Future 
(IEF) 5 June 2022



UN Stockholm+50 International Meeting
BIC event in Swedish Parliament 1 June 2022

Daniel Perell, Augusto Lopez-Claros, Sylvia Karlsson-Vinkhuyzen, Peter Aburi
 Anders Österberg, Mattias Vepsä (Swedish Members of Parliament)



UN Stockholm+50 International Meeting, June 2022

Bahá’í International Community delegation



UN Stockholm+50 International Meeting, June 2022



UN Stockholm+50 
International 

Meeting
1 June 2022

Interfaith
Gathering

t



UN 
Stockholm+50 
International 

Meeting
June 2022

t



UN Stockholm+50 International Meeting, June 2022

UN Environment Management Group



Global Environmental Governance
Stockholm+50 in June 2022 

https://iefworld.org/Stockholm50  and 
https://iefworld.org/conf26
Rethinking Global Systems Accounting to replace GDP as the 

primary measure of progress 
https://iefworld.org/accounting 
Climate Governance Commission 

https://globalgovernanceforum.org/climate-governance-commission/



Global Environmental 
Governance

An example of participation by 
Baha’is in public discourse

Report for the Climate 
Governance Commission

Referenced by the UN High 
Level Advisory Panel on 
Multilateral Governance 2023

https://iefworld.org/fl/
dkarlsson_dahl21.pdf



Bahá'í International Community
Declarations on environment and sustainable development

1972 (UNCHE, Stockholm) The Environment and 
Human Values

1986 (WWF, Assisi) A Bahá'í Perspective on Nature 
and the Environment 

1987 (WWF) A Bahá'í Declaration on Nature

1990 (UNCED PrepCom) Environment and 
Development

1991 (UNCED PrepComs):
Earth Charter
International Legislation for Environment and 

Development
Women and Men: Partnership for a Healthy Planet

1992 (UNCED, Rio de Janeiro) Sustainable 
Development and the Human Spirit

1993 (CSD1) World Citizenship: a Universal Ethic for 
Sustainable Development

1995 (WWF/ARC, Windsor) Conservation and 
Sustainable Development in the Bahá'í Faith 

1995 (Social Summit, Copenhagen) The Prosperity of 
Humankind 

1996 (Habitat II, Istanbul) Sustainable Communities in an Integrating 
World

1998 The Place and Importance of Spirituality in Development 

1999 Who Is Writing the Future? Reflections on the Twentieth Century

2001 Science, Religion and Development: Some Initial Considerations

2001 (WSSD PrepCom) Sustainable Development: The Spiritual 
Dimension

2002 (WSSD, Johannesburg) Religion and Development at the 
Crossroads: Convergence or Divergence?

2005 The Search for Values in an Age of Transition

2008 Eradicating Poverty: Moving Forward As One

2008 (COP14, Posnan) Seizing the Opportunity: Redefining the 
Challenge of Climate Change

2009 (COP15, Copenhagen) Moral and Ethical Dimensions of Climate 
Change: Appeal to the World's Leaders

2009 (PNUD/ARC, Windsor) Bahá'í International Community's Seven-
Year Plan of Action on Climate Change

2010 (CSD18) Rethinking Prosperity: Forging Alternatives to a Culture 
of Consumerism



Bahá'í International Community
Declarations on environment and sustainable development

2011 (UN Comm SocDev) Initial considerations 
regarding the elimination of the extremes of poverty 
and wealth

2011 (ARC Assisi) Green Pilgrimage Network

2012 (UNCSD Rio+20) Sustaining Societies: Towards 
a New 'We'

2012 (UN Comm SocDev) Empowerment as a 
Mechanism for Social Transformation

2012 (UN Inequalities) Beyond Balancing the Scales: 
The Roots of Equity, Justice and Prosperity for All

2014 (COP20) To the United Nations Climate Change 
Conference in Lima, Peru

2015 (ARC/UNDP SDGs) Baha'i International 
Community Engagement with the Sustainable 
Development Goals

2015 (UN SDGs) Summoning Our Common Will: A 
Baha’i Contribution to the United Nations Global 
Development Agenda

2015 (COP21) Shared Vision, Shared Volition: 
Choosing Our Global Future Together

2016 (Humanitarian Summit) Rising Together: Building the 
Capacity to Recover from Within

2017 (UN Comm SocDev) From Deficit to Abundance: 
Seeing Capacity for Meaningful Contribution in all 
Populations and People

2017 (UN Comm Women) Toward Prosperity: The Role of 
Women and Men in Building a Flourishing World 
Civilization

2018 (UN Comm SocDev) Towards a Just Economic Order: 
Conceptual Foundations and Moral Prerequisites

2018 (UN ECOSOC Youth) Rising Generations: Weaving a 
New Tapestry of Community Life 

2018 (UN Comm Women) Beyond Mere Economics: A 
Moral Inquiry into the Roots of Empowerment

2018 (Global Compact Migration) Migration: A Chance to 
Reflect on Global Well-Being 

2018 (Global Compact Migration) Viewing the movement of 
populations in the larger context of humanity's collective 
life



Bahá'í International Community
Declarations on environment and sustainable development

2019  Unity in Action: Reclaiming the 
Spirit of the Sustainable Development 
Agenda

2020  Beyond measure: The heart of 
humanity’s crisis

A Governance Befitting: Humanity and the 
Path Toward a Just Global Order

2021  Reflections of Our Values: Digital 
Technologies and a Just Transition

‘The First Active Agent in Human Society’

Putting Farmers at the Heart of Food 
Security Policy

2022  The Heart of Resilience: The Climate 
Crisis as a Catalyst for a Culture of Equality

One Planet, One Habitation: A Bahá'í 
Perspective on Recasting Humanity's 
Relationship with the Natural World

Towards a Sustainable Food System

Vers un système alimentaire durable

Hacia un Sistema Alimentario Sostenible

2023  Employment and Beyond: Drawing on the 
Capacities of All to Contribute to Society   
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