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Bahá’í Epochs and Plans

The history and evolution of the Baha’i Faith is 
described as a series of centuries, epochs and 
plans, starting in 1844

While it will take centuries to see the full fruition of 
Bahá’í teachings in the Golden Age and the Most 
Great Peace, governments can already take steps 
towards the Lesser Peace, eliminating war 
through collective security
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Direction of the Bahá’í Faith

- Heroic Age 1844-1921 (Missions of the Bab, 
Baha’u’llah and ‘Abdu’l-Baha)

- The Guardianship, Shoghi Effendi, 1921-1957

- Custodianship of the Hands of the Cause 1957-
1963

- Election of the Universal House of Justice 1963



  

Bahá’í Ages and Centuries

- Formative age starting 1921

- First century of the Formative Age 1921-2021

- First century of the Baha’i Era 1844-1944

- Second century of the Formative Age 2021-2121

- Second century of the Baha’i Era 1944-2044

- towards the Golden Age in future centuries



  

Bahá’í Teaching Plans

To inspire and direct the teaching efforts of the Baha’i 
communities around the world, the institutions of the 
Baha’i Faith have adopted teaching plans with 
geographic and numerical goals to be achieved within a 
defined period of time

Teaching plans start at Ridvan, 21 April

Those who arise to go and live in a goal country, area or 
community are called pioneers



  

Bahá’í Teaching Plans – First Epoch

First Seven Year Plan (US and Canada) 1937-1944
- Open all Latin America

Indian Six Year Plan 1938-1944
British Six Year Plan 1944-1950
- Open Scotland, Wales, Ireland

Second Seven Year Plan (US and Canada) 1946-1953
Ten Year Crusade 1953-1963
   - The development of institutions at the Baháʼí World Centre
  -  Consolidation of the twelve countries where the Faith was well established
  -  Consolidation of all other territories already open
  -  Opening the remaining "chief virgin territories" around the globe 
     (becoming Knights of Bahá’u’lláh)
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Shoghi Effendi’s map of the goals of the Ten-year Crusade 1953



  

Bahá’í Teaching Plans – Second Epoch

Nine Year Plan 1964-1973
Five Year Plan 1974-1979

Seven Year Plan 1979-1986
Six Year Plan 1986-1992

Holy Year 1992
Three Year Plan 1993-1996
Four Year Plan 1996-2000

Twelve Month Plan 2000-2001
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Bahá’í Teaching Plans – Second Epoch

Five Year Plan 2001-2006

Five Year Plan 2006-2011

Five Year Plan 2011-2016

Five Year Plan 2016-2021

One Year Plan 2021-2022



  Teaching Plans 2001-2016



  

Bahá’í Teaching Plans – Third Epoch

Global plans of the second century

Teaching plans start at Ridvan, 21 April

First series for 25 years to 2046

- One Year Plan 2021-2022

- Nine Year Plan 2022-2031
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Global Plans 2021-2046

The series of global Plans that began at Riḍván 
will last a full twenty-five years. It will carry the ark 
of the Cause into the third century of the Bahá’í 
Era and conclude at Riḍván 2046. During this 
period, the Bahá’í world will be focused on a 
single aim: the release of the society-building 
power of the Faith in ever-greater measures.

(Universal House of Justice, To the Conference of the Continental Board of Counsellors, 30 December 2021, §3)
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