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Arrival in California
‘Abdu’l-Bahá arrived at midnight in San Francisco, 
where a house had been rented for him. On 2 
October he met the Bahà’ìs in Oakland across the 
Bay at the home of Mrs. Helen Goodall, named by 
Shoghi Effendi a Disciple of ‘Abdu’l-Bahá, and her 
daughter Ella Cooper, who had been on the first 
pilgrimage in 1898, and was named a Herald of 
the Covenant. The first Japanese Bahá’í, Kanichi 
Yamamoto, was Mrs. Goodall’s butler.



  Helen Goodall and Ella Goodall Cooper



  
Kanichi Yamamoto, first Japanese Bahá’í

Helen Goodall’s butler



  Goodall home in Oakland



  ‘Abdu’l-Bahá at Goodall home in Oakland



  

Hearts are connected

I have come from the Orient to the Occident 
– this vast distance I have crossed… simply 
to meet you… for the hearts are connected 
and the spirits are exhilarated… Praise be to 
God! We have assembled here, and the 
cause of our gathering here is the love of 
God. 

(‘Abdu’l-Bahá in Earl Redman, ‘Abdu’l-Bahá in Their Midst, Oxford: George Ronald, 2011, p. 213)



  

Stanford University

The President of Stanford University, Dr. David Starr 
Jordan, worked for world peace and was very attracted to 
the Bahá’í Faith. He visited ‘Abdu’l-Bahá and invited Him 
to speak at the university. On 8 October the Master went 
to Palo Alto to speak at Stanford University about 
international peace and about science and religion. 
There were 1,800 students, 180 professors, many civic 
leaders and 30 school boys. After He spoke the whole 
audience rose and cheered Him.



‘Abdu’l-Bahá at Stanford University, 1912



The greatest attainment in the world of 
humanity has ever been scientific in 
nature. It is the discovery of the realities of 
things. Inasmuch as I find myself in the 
home of science – for this is one of the 
great universities of the country and well 
known abroad – I feel a keen sense of joy.

‘Abdu’l-Bahá at Stanford ’University. California, 1912. Promulgation of Universal Peace,110,  p. 348  



The highest praise is due to men who 
devote their energies to science, and the 
noblest center is a center wherein the 
sciences and arts are taught and studied.

‘Abdu’l-Bahá at Stanford ’University. California, 1912. Promulgation of Universal Peace,110,  p. 348  



Inasmuch as the fundamental principle of 
the teachings of Bahá’u’lláh is the oneness 
of the world of humanity, I will speak to 
you upon the intrinsic oneness of all 
phenomena….
Fundamentally all existing things pass 
through the same degrees and phases of 
development, and any given phenomenon 
embodies all others. 
‘Abdu’l-Bahá at Stanford ’University.California, 1912. Promulgation of Universal Peace, p. 349 



The elements and lower organisms are 
synchronized in the great plan of life. Shall 
man, infinitely above them in degree, be 
antagonistic and a destroyer of that 
perfection?
 
('Abdu'l-Bahá, talk at Leland Stanford Junior University, Palo Alto, California, 8 October 1912. Promulgation of 
Universal Peace. Wilmette, Bahá'í Publishing Trust, 1982. p. 350)  



If the animals are savage and ferocious, it 
is simply a means for their subsistence 
and preservation…. When man is 
ferocious and cruel toward his fellowman, 
it is not for subsistence or safety. His 
motive is selfish advantage and wilful 
wrong.
 
('Abdu'l-Bahá, talk at Leland Stanford Junior University, Palo Alto, California, 8 October 1912. Promulgation of 
Universal Peace. Wilmette, Bahá'í Publishing Trust, 1982.) 
(Earl Redman, ‘Abdu’l-Bahá in Their Midst, Oxford: George Ronald, 2011, p. 219) 



‘Abdu’l-Bahá at Stanford University, California, 1912



  

Palo Altan

The local newspaper the Palo Altan, 
published a special 4-page edition on 1 
November 1912 only about ‘Abdu’l-Bahá 
with the texts of His talks.





  

‘Abdu’l-Bahá in 
Palo Alto, California,

with local pastor
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